
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

September 2007 
From the Rector:  

 This month I have included a 
rather long letter from Archbishop 
Peter Akinola outlining the problem 
facing the Anglican Communion and 
tracing the path to our present crisis.  
This may come as “old hat” to some of 
you.  For others, it may be helpful 

information when you talk to friends or family.  It is 
a very thoughtfully written letter. 
 Also, on the last Sunday of this month, 
September 30th, we will meet on the other side of 
the campus.  So, should you forget and find some 
other group in our space – don’t give up.  Just walk 
to the other side and join us. 
 If you were not with us last Sunday you did 
not hear that we were unable to purchase the 
property on the corner of Four Mile and Ridge Road.  
No one outside the vestry will ever know just how 
hard Jim Mitchell and Ken Flack worked on this 
project.  Please thank them when you see them.  All 
is not lost.  We came very close to closing this deal, 
and we learned a lot in the process.  I think that I 
can safely speak for the vestry and say that we feel 
God will direct us to another property, and in the 
end we will open our doors in a “promised land” of 
His choosing.  

God bless you. 
Fr. Skip 

VESTRY NOTES 
Three special Vestry meetings were called in 

August in lieu of the regular gathering in order to 
deal with arising developments in connection with 
the acquisition of the Ridge Road property on which 
we have made a purchase offer. On August 2nd, we 
learned the lending institution located by Ark, Inc., is 
American Christian Credit Union (ACCU). Ark is the 
organization which facilitates the purchase or other 
procurement of property for churches.  

We have been informed ACCU will consider 
financing our purchase and a commitment letter 
should be forthcoming from them soon. By motion 
and vote of the Vestry, the following persons were 

selected as designated persons to sign loan 
documents on behalf of St. Peter’s: Father Skip 
Reeves, Senior Warden Jim Mitchell, Junior Warden 
Stephanie Reeves, Treasurer Ken Flack, and 
Secretary Susan Oyler. 

It seems prudent to undertake a formal 
fundraising campaign to help raise money to 
contribute toward the acquisition, remodeling, and 
maintenance of this new property. Such an endeavor 
will be conducted with the annual pledge drive this 
fall. We chose not to engage the services of an 
outside entity to conduct this project. Gaye Flack 
and Marilyn Terwilleger will assist with this action. 

Committees will be formed to assist with 
getting things up and running. Tentatively we are 
looking at things like Maintenance, Interior 
Upgrades, Immediate Needs, Sign, and Rental (of 
upstairs duplex unit). Parishioners may volunteer to 
serve where they feel their talents and skills can be 
beneficial. 
Ken suggested using money that has been given over 
time to the Building Fund for fix-up. A letter of 
appreciation could be sent to donors to express our 
gratitude and to let them know how their donations 
are being used, encouraging them to come see the 
results of their generosity. 

In other business, we were asked to consider 
supporting possible mission work in Uganda. Roger 
Ludwig has been invited to participate in this effort, 
which among other things, will concentrate on 
therapeutic work to treat trauma in children and 
AIDS orphans. 

On August 16th, the Vestry met again. 
Following a conference call with Father Skip, Jim 
Mitchell, Stephanie, ARK, and ACCU, it became 
apparent the loan process is not as far advanced as 
we were previously led to believe. Additional 
information is being requested which will lengthen 
the time period before final decisions can be made. 
Jim has worked tirelessly on this project and more 
requirements are now being sought. The owner of 
the property has been kept informed of 
developments and has been most gracious in 
working with us. He has prayed about it and he 
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wants us to have this property. Possibilities of a 
lease / purchase agreement or contract for deed 
may be considered. In the meantime we will 
continue to pursue the loan process with the credit 
union in California (ACCU). 

It was announced the E-Free Church is 
sponsoring a seminar on the Old Testament on 
September 8, 2007, from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. By 
registering prior to the event, the cost is $20. 
On August 22nd, the Vestry met to weigh our options 
with recent developments. In that we have grown 
less and less pleased with the manner in which 
ACCU has handled our dealings with them and we 
feel their proposal with its changing terms in each 
conversation seems like it will be tying up every 
penny, stretching us to our limits, we voted to 
terminate our transaction with them. We next took 
under advisement the lease / purchase agreement 
offered by the property owner. Following much 
serious and thoughtful deliberation, we concluded 
we currently are not quite yet in a financial position 
to obligate our congregation to the sizeable 
commitment this would represent for us. Our 
finances would be so tight we could not undertake 
other worthy endeavors where we might feel called 
to engage. We feel this has been a learning and 
growing process so are encouraged about continuing 
to work with ARK and on our own to actively seek 
property that might be more suitable for us at this 
time. The opportunity to locate land and erect a 
steel building to our specifications is an attractive 
possibility we are keeping in mind as well as we seek 
God’s will for us in establishing a permanent home 
for St. Peter’s. 

Blessings to all, 
Susan Oyler, 
Secretary / Clerk of the Vestry 

 

This Sunday, September 2, we will not 
have Bible Study! 

 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION UPDATE  Beginning on 
Sunday, Sept 9 we will be using CANA Suffragan 
Bishop David Bena’s book “Your Faith; Memorial, 
Memory or Miracle to guide our sessions for a period 
of 4 weeks. These sessions will start promptly at 
9AM and finish up in time to prepare for morning 
worship at 10AM. Books were distributed on Aug 26 
and additional copies have been ordered for others 
who may want to join in these sessions. 

This book is an easy read and an excellent 
tool for exploring our Christian faith. It is envisioned 
that some in our church may want to continue this 
study in a home environment to gain maximum 
benefit from its principles. Depending on the interest 
level, we may start one or two such home study 
groups beginning in October. 
Contact Dan Clark (631-3960) for additional 
information. 
 
LAY EUCHARIST MINISTRY Owing to recovery for 
the LEM and no current person to serve, the LEM 
will be "on-call" for the next month or so. Should our 
service be needed, please call Marge at 778-8934 
preferably on Saturday to request communion. 
Thank you. 

 
ROTA SCHEDULE WITH PRAYER TEAM 

September, 2007 
To preview the lessons, you may go to www.biblegateway.com 

 OT LESSON  PSALM NT LESSON  PRAYERS CHALICE PRAYER TEAM 

Sep 2 Lu Hart 
Jeremiah 2:4-13 

Jim Jensen 
Psalm 2:1, 10-16 

Matty Ludwig 
Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 Marge Marcewicz 

Marge Marcewicz 
Susan Oyler 
Stephanie Reeves 

Lu Hart 
Jim Jensen 
LEM: TBA 

Sep 9 Barb Clark 
Jeremiah 18:1-11 

Dan Clark (C) 
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 

Lu Hart 
Philemon 1-21 Barb Clark 

Dan Clark 
Lu Hart 
Roger Ludwig 

Marge Marcewicz 
Gaye Flack 
LEM: TBA 

Sep 16 Barb Clark 
Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28 

Nick Dawson 
Psalm 14 

Roger Ludwig 
I Timothy 1:12-17 Susan Oyler 

Dan Clark 
Marge Marcewicz 
Stephanie Reeves 

Caryl Marion 
Susan Oyler 
LEM: TBA 

Sep 23 Marge Marcewicz 
Jeremiah 8:18-9:1  

Susan Oyler 
Psalm 79:1-9 

Stephanie Reeves 
I Timothy 2:1-7 Roger Ludwig 

Jim Jensen 
Susan Oyler 
Roger Ludwig 

Stephanie Reeves 
Matty Ludwig 
LEM: TBA 

Sep 30 Matty Ludwig 
Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15 

Marge Marcewicz 
Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16 

Jim Jensen 
I Timothy 6:6-19 Stephanie Reeves 

Marge Marcewicz 
Lu Hart 
Jim Jensen 

Lu Hart 
Gaye Flack 
LEM: TBA 

If you need to make a change, please try to find a substitute. If you are unable to find a substitute, 
please let the Rota Coordinator, Matty Ludwig know, 775-0675 leave a message, or at 
mattyludwig@bresnan.net



A MOST AGONIZING JOURNEY 
 

 
 
Archbishop Akinola writes Bishops and Synods of the Church of Nigeria on the journey towards Lambeth 2008. 
  
A Most Agonizing Journey towards Lambeth 2008  
  
I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called, with all 
humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, making every effort to maintain the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace.  (Eph. 4:1,3)  
We have been on this journey for ten long years. It has been costly and debilitating for all concerned as most recently 
demonstrated by the tepid response to the invitations to the proposed Lambeth Conference 2008. At a time when we should 
be able to gather together and celebrate remarkable stories of growth and the many wonderful ways in which our God has 
been at work in our beloved Communion as lives are transformed new churches built and new dioceses established there is 
little enthusiasm to even meet.  
  
There are continual cries for patience, listening and understanding.  And yet the record shows that those who hold to the 
“faith once and for all delivered to the saints” have shown remarkable forbearance while their pleas have been ignored, their 
leaders have been demonized, and their advocates marginalized. We made a deliberate, prayerful decision in 1998 with 
regard to matters of Human Sexuality. It was supported by an overwhelming majority of the bishops of the Communion. It 
reflected traditional teaching interpreted with pastoral sensitivity. And yet it has been ignored and those who uphold it 
derided for their stubbornness. However, we have continued to meet and pray and struggle to find ways to maintain the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.  
  
The journey started in February 1997 in Kuala Lumpur. It was here, during the 2nd Encounter of the Global South Anglican 
Communion that a statement was issued in which concern was expressed about the apparent setting aside of biblical 
teaching by some provinces and dioceses. The statement pleaded for dialogue in ‘a spirit of true unity’ before any part of the 
Communion embarks on radical changes to Church discipline and moral teaching.  
  
Sadly, this plea, and several similar warnings, have been ignored and ten years later, in February 2007, the Primates of the 
Anglican Communion met in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, and experienced an agonizing time trying to repair the Communion 
that has been so badly broken. Their earlier prediction at the Primates Meeting at Lambeth Palace In 2003, that rejection of 
the faith committed to us would tear “the fabric of our Communion at its deepest level,” has proven to be accurate. In Dar es 
Salaam the Primates proposed, as one last attempt to restore unity, a period of seven months for those who have brought 
our Communion to the brink of destruction to reconsider their actions and put a stop to the harmful actions that have so 
polarized our beloved church.   
  
With about seven weeks to go, hope for a unified Communion is not any brighter than it was seven months or ten years ago. 
Rather, the intransigence of those who reject Biblical authority continues to obstruct our mission and it now seems that the 
Communion is being forced to choose between following their innovations or continuing on the path that the church has 
followed since the time of the Apostles.  
We have made enormous efforts since 1997 in seeking to avoid this crisis, but without success. Now we confront a moment 
of decision. If we fail to act we risk leading millions of people away from the faith revealed in the Holy Scriptures and also, 
even more seriously, we face the real possibility of denying our Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ.  
  
The leadership of The Episcopal Church USA (TECUSA) and the Anglican Church of Canada (ACoC) seem to have concluded 
that the Bible is no longer authoritative in many areas of human experience especially in salvation and sexuality. They claim 
to have ‘progressed’ beyond the clear teaching of the Scriptures and they have not hidden their intention to lead others to 
these same conclusions. They have even boasted that they are years ahead of others in fully understanding the truth of the 
Holy Scriptures and the nature of God’s love.  
  
Both TECUSA and ACoC have been given several opportunities to consult, discuss and prayerfully respond through their 
recognized structures. While they produced carefully nuanced, deliberately ambiguous statements, their actions have 
betrayed them. Their intention is clear; they have chosen to walk away from the Biblically based path we once all walked 
together. The unrelenting persecution of the remaining faithful among them shows how they have used these past few years 
to isolate and destroy any and all opposition.  
  
We now confront the seriousness of their actions as the year for the Lambeth Conference draws near.  Sadly, this Conference 
is no longer designed as an opportunity for serious theological engagement and heartfelt reconciliation but we are told will be 
a time of prayer, fellowship and communion. These are commendable activities, but  this very Communion, however,  has 
been broken by the actions of the American and Canadian churches. The consequence is most serious because, even if only 



one province chooses not to attend, the Lambeth Conference effectively ceases to be an Instrument of Unity. The convener’s 
status as an instrument or focus of unity also becomes highly questionable.  Repentance and reversal by these provinces 
may yet save our Communion. Failure to recognize the gravity of this moment will have a devastating impact.  
  
Scorned Opportunities  
Following the 1997 warning, the 1998 Lambeth Conference issued Resolution 1.10 that affirmed the teaching of the Holy 
Scriptures with regard to faithfulness in marriage between a man and a woman in lifelong union and declared that 
homosexual practice was incompatible with Biblical teaching. At their meeting in Porto, Portugal, in March 2000 the Primates 
reaffirmed the supremacy of Scripture as the “decisive authority in the life of our Communion.”  
  
The General Convention of the Episcopal Church USA responded in July 2000 by approving Resolution D039 acknowledging 
relationships other than marriage “in the Body of Christ and in this Church” and that those “who disagree with the traditional 
teaching of the Church on human sexuality, will act in contradiction to that position!” 
  
The Convention only narrowly avoided directing the Standing Commission on Liturgy and Music to begin preparation of 
official rites for the blessing of “these relationships … other than marriage.”  
  
In 2001, the Primates’ meeting in Kanuga, North Carolina issued a pastoral letter acknowledging estrangement in the Church 
due to changes in theology and practice regarding human sexuality, and calling on all provinces of the Communion to avoid 
actions that might damage the “credibility of mission in the world.” In April, 2002 meeting at Canterbury the Primates further 
issued a pastoral letter recognizing responsibility of all bishops to articulate the fundamentals of faith and maintain the 
Church truth.  
  
In what appeared to be deliberate defiance the Diocese of New Westminster in Canada voted in June 2002 to approve the 
blessings of same-sex unions with the enthusiastic support of their Bishop Michael Ingham. Later that year ACC-12 meeting 
in Hong Kong in October 2002 approved a resolution [34] urging dioceses and bishops to refrain from unilateral actions and 
policies that would strain communion.  
  
The following year ECUSA met in General Convention in Minneapolis in July/August 2003. Among their many actions they 
chose to reject a Resolution [B001] affirming the authority of Scripture and other basic elements of Christian faith [ ] while 
approving the election as bishop [C045] someone living in an unashamedly sexual relationship outside marriage.  
  
The Primates’ meeting specially convened at Lambeth Palace in October 2003 issued a pastoral statement condemning 
ECUSA’s decisions at General Convention describing them as actions that “threaten the unity of our own Communion as well 
as our relationships with other parts of Christ’s Church, our mission and witness, and our relations with other faiths, in a 
world already confused in areas of sexuality, morality and theology and polarized Christian opinion.” They also declared that 
if the consecration proceeds “the future of the Communion itself will be put in jeopardy” and that the action will “tear the 
fabric of our communion at its deepest level, and may lead to further division on this and further issues as provinces have to 
decide in consequence whether they can remain in communion with provinces that choose not to break communion with the 
Episcopal Church (USA).” They also called on “the provinces concerned to make adequate provision for Episcopal oversight of 
dissenting minorities within their own area of pastoral care in consultation with the Archbishop of Canterbury on behalf of the 
Primates.” ECUSA responded the following month by proceeding with the consecration of Gene Robinson thereby tearing the 
fabric of our Communion and forcing Nigeria along with many other provinces to sever communion with ECUSA.  
  
Earlier, in June 2003, we in the Church of Nigeria had cut our links with the diocese of New Westminster and sent a clear 
warning of reconsidering our relationship with ECUSA should Gene Robinson be consecrated. As always, we were ignored.  
  
During 2004 there was a growing number of so-called ‘blessings’ of same-sex unions by American and Canadian priests even 
though the Windsor Report released in September 2004 reaffirmed Lambeth 1.10 and the authority of Scripture as central to 
Anglican Common Life. The Windsor Report also called for moratoria on public rites of same-sex blessings and on the election 
and consent of any candidate to the episcopate living in a same-sex union.  
  
One consequence of this continuing intransigence by ECUSA was the alienation of thousands of faithful Anglicans who make 
their home in the USA.  The attempts by the Primates to provide for their protection through the Panel of Reference proved 
fruitless. So the desire of these faithful Anglicans  for alternatives for their spiritual home led to many impassioned requests 
to the Church of Nigeria and a number of other provinces within the Global South. The Standing Committee of the Church of 
Nigeria (CofN) recognizing this urgent need during their meeting in Ilesa in March 2004 and as a result initiated a process for 
the provision of pastoral care through the formation of a Convocation within the USA.  
  
The Province of Nigeria made the conscious decision to initiate CANA in the light of the following: -  

 
  

1. The undisputed alienation among Anglicans in North America created by the actions of TEC despite warnings 
from the Instruments of Communion.  

2. The need for pastoral care and oversight for alienated Anglicans in North America in the light of the Primates 
Communiqué October 2003.  “The provinces concerned to make adequate provision for Episcopal oversight 
of dissenting minorities within their own area of pastoral care in consultation with the Archbishop of 
Canterbury on behalf of the Primates.”  



3. TEC’s establishment of churches in the diocese of Europe.  

4. The consecration and appointment of Bishop Sandy Miller as a Bishop of the Province of Uganda called to 
serve in the United Kingdom.  

  
As a matter of courtesy +Cantuar was duly informed of our intentions.  
  
During the African Anglican Bishops Conference (AABC) in October 2004 the Primates present released a statement that 
among other things urged the Episcopal Church USA and the Anglican Church of Canada to take seriously the need for 
“repentance, forgiveness and reconciliation enjoined on all Christians by Christ.’’   It called on Episcopal Church USA and the 
Anglican Church of Canada to move beyond informal expressions of regret for the effect of their actions to a genuine change 
of heart and mind.  
  
Although the Primates in February 2005 at their meeting in Dromantine, Northern Ireland, advised the withdrawal of both 
ECUSA and the ACoC from the ACC the continued influence of these churches on the Communion and their renewed efforts to 
make others adopt their intransigent line frustrated any genuine reconciliation attempts.  The agonizing journey towards 
unity and faith seemed unending.  
  
The obvious reluctance of the Archbishop of Canterbury and the unwillingness of the other Instruments of Unity to effect 
discipline on those who had rejected the mind of the Communion prompted the Church of Nigeria to effect a change in her 
constitution during a General Synod held in Onitsha in September 2005.  This constitutional change not only protects the 
Church of Nigeria from being led into error by any Church in the Communion but also makes full constitutional provision for 
the Convocation of Anglicans in North America (CANA).  
  
The Third Anglican South-to-South Encounter in Egypt October 2005 issued a very strong indictment of ECUSA and the ACoC 
and called for a common “Anglican Covenant” among churches remaining true to Biblical Christianity and historic 
Anglicanism.  
  
Ignoring all the calls for repentance, homosexual unions and nominations for episcopacy continued in the USA with the 
Archbishop of Canterbury expressing “deep unease” with such nominations in California in February 2006. (Article describing 
reaction by Archbishop Rowan to California election is found in Church of England Newspaper, February 24th, 2006.)  
  
A much-awaited ECUSA General Convention in 2006 proved to be a disappointment as resolutions expressing regret for the 
harm done to the communion were rejected as well as one that tried to emphasize the necessity of Christ for salvation. 
Approved were resolutions promoting homosexual relationships as well one apologizing to homosexuals for the Anglican 
Communion following Biblical principles.  A pledge to include openly homosexual persons was requested “of our sister 
churches in the Anglican Communion and Anglican Communion bodies as evidence of the apology”. Finally someone who 
does not regard homosexual behaviour a sin, and does not consider Jesus the One way to the Father, was elected as 
Presiding Bishop. The agony of a frustrated communion was visible worldwide except among those already prepared to 
embrace this dangerous path departing from the faith.  
   
Nigeria needed no further prodding to proceed with the election in June 2006 and the August 2006 consecration of the Rt. 
Rev. Martyn Minns to give Episcopal oversight to CANA. The Nigerian House of Bishops also declared a reluctance to 
participate in the 2008 Lambeth Conference with an unrepentant ECUSA and Canada. (see Minutes of the Church of Nigeria 
House of Bishops meeting June 2006.)  
  
The Global South Anglican Primates meeting in Kigali, September 2006 recognizing that ECUSA appears to have no intention 
of changing direction and once again embracing the ‘faith once delivered’ said in their communiqué:  “We are convinced that 
the time has now come to take initial steps towards the formation of what will be recognized as a separate ecclesiastical 
structure of the Anglican Communion in the USA . . . .  . . . We believe that we would be failing in our apostolic witness if we 
do not make this provision for those who hold firmly to a commitment to historic Anglican faith.”  
  
The Anglican Communion Primates meeting in Dar es Salaam in February 2007 reaffirmed the 1998 Lambeth resolution and 
called on ECUSA (now TEC) to consider definite actions, which could heal the communion as well as reassure those who have 
been alienated of adequate pastoral care.  By June 2007, both the ACoC and TEC indicated unwillingness to comply but a 
desire to remain part of the Communion they have hurt so much. As the deadline approaches, we fail to see how these 
positions can be reconciled. The situation has been made even more incoherent by the decision, made earlier this year, to 
extend an invitation to the Lambeth Conference of those responsible for this crisis with no call to repentance, whilst rejecting 
bishops who have stood firm for the Faith.  
  
  
All journeys must end someday  
“We are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily 
entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us.” (Hebrews 12:1)  
These past ten years of distraction have been agonizing and the cost has been enormous. The time and financial resources 
spent on endless meetings whose statements and warnings have been consistently ignored is a tragic loss of resources that 
should have been used otherwise. It now appears, however, that the journey is coming to an end and the moment of 
decision is almost upon us. But this is not a time to lose heart or fail to maintain vigilance. It would be an even greater 
tragedy if while trying to bring others back to the Godly path, we should miss the way or lose the race.  



§ We want unity but not at the cost of relegating Christ to the position of another ‘wise teacher’ who can be obeyed or 
disobeyed.  

§ We earnestly desire the healing of our beloved Communion but not at the cost of re-writing the Bible to 
accommodate the latest cultural trend. 

  
As stated in “The Road to Lambeth”: “We Anglicans stand at a crossroads. One road, the road of compromise of biblical truth, 
leads to destruction and disunity. The other road has its own obstacles [faithfulness is never an easy way] because it 
requires changes in the way the Communion has been governed and it challenges [all] our churches to live up to and into 
their full maturity in Christ.”  
  
The first road, the one that follows the current path of The Episcopal Church USA and the Anglican Church of Canada, is one 
that we simply cannot take because the cost is too high. We dare not sacrifice eternal truth for mere appeasement; we 
cannot turn away from the source of life and love for a temporary truce.  
  
The other road is the only one that we can embrace. It is not an easy road because it demands obedience and faithfulness 
from each one of us. It requires an unequivocal acceptance and commitment to:  

 
  

a. The Authority and Supremacy of Scripture.  

b. The Doctrine of the Trinity  

c. The person, work and resurrection of Jesus the Christ  

d. The acknowledgement of Jesus as Divine and the One and only means of salvation  

e. The Bilical teaching on sin, forgiveness, reconciliation, and transformation by the Holy Spirit through Christ.  

f. The sanctity of marriage.  

g. Teaching about morality that is rooted and grounded in Biblical Revelation.  

h. Apostolic Ministry.  

 
  
These are not onerous burdens or tiresome restrictions but rather they are God’s gift, designed to set us free from the 
bondage of sin and give us the assurance of life eternal.  
  
It is our hope and fervent prayer that in the coming months, all those in leadership will be directed towards the restoration of 
true unity in the Body of Christ by an unconditional embrace of the One who says to all who will listen, “If you love me, you 
will obey what I command.”  
  
John Bunyan, author of Pilgrim’s Progress, describes the Christian life as a journey from the City of Destruction to the 
Celestial City.  On his journey, numerous decisions and many crossroads confront Pilgrim. The easy road was never the right 
road. This is our moment of truth.  
 
This day I call heaven and earth as witnesses against you that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses.  
Now choose life, so that you and your children may live and that you may love the LORD your God, listen to his voice, and 
hold fast to him. (Deuteronomy 30:19,20a)  
  

+ Peter Abuja 
 


